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For the purpose of illustrating the general prin-
ciples of the Science of Language the Aryan lan-
guages may still be considered as the most useful,
and I need hardly add that from the nature of my
own special studies, I was led to depend mainly
on the evidence supplied by them in support of the
linguistic theories which I wished to establish. But
as it is impossible to avoid reference to the Semitic,
if only in order to contrast them with the Aryan
languages, and as a certain knowledge of what I called
the Turanian languages seems almost indispensable to
enable us to understand the only possible antecedents
of Aryan grammar, a short survey of the Semitic, and
what I called the Turanian languages will be useful,
before we proceed further.

Division of the Semitic Pamily.

The Semitic family has been divided into three
branches: the Aramaic, the Hebraic, and the Arabic ;x
or into two, the Northern, comprising the Aramaic
and Hebraic, and the Southern the Arabic.

Aramaic.

The language of Aram, which formerly was repre-
sented chiefly by Syriac and Chaldee, has now re-
ceived an older representative in the language of
Assyria and Babylon, so far as it has been recovered
and deciphered in the cuneiform inscriptions. The
grammatical structure of this ancient language is
clearly Semitic, but it displays no peculiarities which
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